[Lymphadenectomy in squamous carcinoma of the penis: review of our series].
To analyze the series of patients who underwent inguinal lymphadenectomy in our Center due to squamous penile carcinoma, between years 1984 to 1999. Lymphadenectomy was carried out in 19 patients, with a mean age of 61 years. Bilateral ilioinguinal (42.1%) was the most frequent type of intervention. Only four patients underwent penectomy and lymphadenectomy simultaneously. We present the clinical and pathological results, according to the 1997 TNM classification. Palpable inguinal nodes after antibiotherapy remained in seven out of 12 patients. The overall correlation between N and pN stages in our series was 68.42%. Pathological results according to pT and pN stages are also presented. Postoperative complications were present in 13 cases (68.42%), (lymphedema being the most frequent one). In those patients with two or less pN(+) nodes, an overall one-year and five-year survival of 90 and 80% were obtained; compared to 11.11 and 0% when there were more than two. The importance about control of metastatic lymph nodes in squamous carcinoma of the penis, places inguinal lymphadenectomy as an essential tool, in those suitable cases. However, its incidence of complications makes a progressive agreement about its indications be necessary.